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WHAT IS THE TRUE MEANING
OF CHRISTMAS? Destiny Lewis, Youth Journalist
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As children, we grow up thinking that Christmas is all about getting presents. I have seen
children get upset if they got the wrong thing. This is not how we should be presenting
Christmas to kids. When telling the story of why we celebrate Christmas, it is because of
Jesus not Santa Claus. The Magic of Christmas is not in the presents but in His presence.
Christmas is the holiday that we remember as God’s children that we should be grateful for
this day that brought us the man that would die for our sins. Christmas is more than presents; it is about being with the ones we love the most because we were given the greatest
gift of all–EACH OTHER. The greatest gift you can ever own is not found in the shops or
under your Christmas tree. It is found in the hearts of your loving family and your true friends.
Every year as Christmas approaches, we sometimes find it hard to praise Christ during the season. We could “Feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, forgive the guilty, welcome the unwanted, care for the ill, love your enemies, and do unto others as
you would have done unto you” as Steve Maraboli said. We should awaken on Christmas morning looking for Christ–falling
down to our knees, heads bowed, eyes closed, with our hands raised to the heavens and our hearts suddenly filled with joy.
We should be thanking Him for allowing us to follow His path. Now that’s called having “The Christmas Spirit”!

‘Tis The Season What a wonderful year of growing pains at Grace UMC! Thank you for
all you do in support of the ministries at Grace. We’ve been moving through a sermon series on
“Thanks”. How we should give unscheduled thanks and how to give thanks continually (in case
you missed it - they are found on the web page under Sermon Series). God is so good to us.
Take a moment and just say “Thank you Lord, for all you’ve done for me!”
When the leadership team got together to prepare the calendar for 2019, our focus was on Prayer
and the Word. Thanks be to God that we are able to designate the 3rd and 4th Saturdays for corporate
prayer at Grace. I encourage you to place these Saturdays on your calendar. It is in these gatherings
that we pray for the life of the church, for direction, for needs, for you! We ask that you pray
for the leadership and ministry team members as we continue to focus on “bringing people into a
life changing relationship with Jesus Christ”. We all know that prayer changes things.
Grace UMC Arlington continues to be strengthened by the Word and continues to be doers of the
Word. Our mission statement reminds us that, “Grace UMC Arlington seeks to make disciples
through our words and actions, in cooperation with God’s Grace”. Thank you for being a part of the
action in 2018 and we look forward to doing more in 2019. Thanks be to God for all He has done and
all He is planning to do. — Pamela Pinkerton-Whitley

Grace UMC
Media Team
Pamela
Pinkerton-Whitley
Coordinator

Shelli Sutton
Graphics

Tonia Jones
Social Media

John Williams
Branding,
Grace Notes

Jayden Johnson
Videographer

Destiny Lewis
Youth Journalist

Sheila Reid

Grace UMC Arlington seeks to bring people into a life changing relationship with

Voice of Grace

Jesus Christ by making disciples through our words and actions in cooperation with God’s Grace.
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“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth
his Son, born of woman, born under the law…”
Galatians 4:4 (ESV)
Seasons exist in both the natural and the spiritual world.
Ecclesiastes tells us that, “For everything there is a season,
and a time for every matter under heaven:” Farmers and
skilled gardeners are keenly aware of the seasons. They know
when it is time to plant or when it may be time to harvest.
Only the unskilled farmer would try to plant a crop in the
middle of winter. It is also my contention that the skilled
spiritual person should have a keen awareness as to the
“times” and “seasons” of their lives. I believe we often neglect
this kingdom principle when we “decide” to do things when
we are “good and ready.” We really believe that we can do
things “when” we want, without taking the season into consideration. Jesus rebuked the disciples and Pharisees because
they could tell when it was about to rain, but could not
discern the “fullness of time.”
Galatians 4:4 shows that there was a time “and” season for
Jesus Christ to be born. We are currently celebrating this “season” called Advent (Aventus in the Latin) meaning “the arrival
of a notable person, thing, or event.” The time was just right as
ordained by God for Jesus to be born into the world to bring
light, life and the joy of heaven to those who would receive
him. There is also a right time for Jesus to return (see Acts 1:7).
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I want to personally thank each of you who have completed
and submitted your 2019 Commitment Cards. We are looking
forward to planning and executing the various missional, spiritual formation and educational projects in 2019 and want you
to be a part of God’s ministry through your prayers, presence,
gifts, service and witness.
Rona and I say Merry Christmas and pray that you continue to
grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. —Pastor Bates and Rona
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Meeting 6 pm
Grace Prayer
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Prayer 6:30 pm
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Advent season is filled with joy,
hope and love through living and sharing with
sisters and brothers in Christ, family and friends. However, let’s take the time to discern in which “season” we may
be. Are we in a time of sowing, reaping, building, or tearing
down? Whichever season we may find ourselves, know two
things: seasons change, and God is with us in each.
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Grace and Peace to you!

Women of
Grace Prayer
Call 6:30 am

Word Finder!

